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More Remarks on the Portuguefe Afiniftry’s refusing to let their Army or her Majefty’s Troops join 
King Charles in Spain, with fome Thoughts bow the Confequences of it may be prevented, Or 
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Am mightily concern’d at the pofture 
of Affairs beyond Sea, Malter, and 
particularly in Spain , where Provi- 
dence open’d our way once more, 

and blefS'd us with unexpected Succefs: but now 

the Clouds feem to thicken again very faft on that 
fide of our Horizon, fo that Iam afraid we fhall 
hear of Difafters from thence. For I find the Re- 
treat of the Portugnefe to their own Frontiers, after 
doing juft nothing at all, is confirm’d by the Paris 

Gazette, and the French boaft much of their being 

like to retrieve the Duke of Anjou’s Affairs, which 

a little while ago feem’d to be defperate. 

Obf. I fhou’d not have believ’d it on the Credit 
of the Paris Gazette, Roger, had not Letters di- 
re@ly from Lisbon inform’d us of it before-hand. 
I muft confefs however, that we have had reafon of 
late not to flight the Paris Gazetteer’s Warnings, 
or rather Prophecies, if you pleafe to call them 
fo, which don’t proceed fo much from a Spirit of 
Forefight of what’s to come, as from a Knowledg 
of what has already pafs’d 5 for if I know that a 
Man has fold his Eftate, I may eafily foretell with- 
out aSpirit of Prophecy that he will fuon be dif- 
poffefs'd of it, The French Court knows what 
bargains they make; and therefore tho Events 
may be call’d unforefeen with refpe@& to thofe 
whom they buy or betray, they are not fo to 
themfelves. 1 with Portugal were the only Coun- 
try in Evrope in which it could be faid the French 
were fure of fuch unforefeen Events. They have 
their Agents and Factors every where. The French 
King never lofes his Aimfor want of Mony or In- 
duftry, and that’s the reafon why he has manag’d 
a bad Caufle the beft that ever Man did. 

Countrym, But according to the Account in the 
French Gazette, Mafter, the Portugueje feem very 
excufable, fince the Marquifs de Bay had affem- 
+ twelve thoufand Men at Merida to fight 
them. 

Obf. We are not fure ’twas fo, Roger, and have 
reafon to fafpect the truth of it; fince our Letters 
from Portugal faid the Enemy bad no Force on 
that fide, capable of giving them any fuch per- 
plexity. Weknow the Frenco have Art enough 
to make Apologies for their Friends, as well as the 
Modern way to foretell unforeteen Events, which 
in plain Englifh is the Effects of their own Bar- 
gains and Plots. But allowing the Fact to be trac, 
the French and the Spantards of their Party were 
atforty miles diftance from them ; and ’tis much, 
the Portiuguc/e being in pofletiton of a Town, could 
not be capable of making a ftand there, ull they 
had either been reinfore’d from home or by the 
Confederates 5 part of whom under General Strau- 
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Bay would have ventur’d to march and fight two 
and twenty Battallions of Foot and two thoufand 
Horfe, when the Victorious Army of the Confe- 
derates, or at leaft General Stanlepe with his four 
thoufand Horle, mui have been up with them be- 
fore they could have enter’d upon Aion, or been 
capable of forcing the Portieucfe at Xeres de fos 
Cavalleros. That brave and active General would 
not have mifs'd the opportunity of attacking the 
Marquifs de Bay at fuch an advantage, if be had 
been fo imprudent asto have given it him. 

Countrym, Ay but, Matter, the Portugucfe Mi- 
nilters faid their Troops were in an ill Condition, 
and not well provided 5 thercfore they could net- 
ther ftand nor march, but were under a necefiity 
to retire. 

Obf. The greater fhame for them, Roger: We 
have paid our Subfidies then to good purpole. I 
hope this may give us an opportunity to be truly 





inform’d whether the Portuguefe have aCtually had 
thofe Troops on foot that we have all along paid 
for ; and if not, what has become of the Mony. 
But after all, Roger, I cannot think, tiil I {ee good 
reafon to the contrary, that General Stanhope and 
the Portuguefe Ambaflador and General with King 
Charles were fo ill inform’d of the Motions and 
Strength of the Marquifs de Bay, as to pref the 
Portuguefe Army again and again to do what was 
impracticable 5 nor do [believe the Coufederate 

finifters at Lisbon would have agreed jointly to 
expofe their Chara@er, or Want of Undcittand- 
ing as well as of Intelligence, to have urg'd a thing 
that was dangerous or uureafonable, by repeated 
Memorials and Inftances: No man can have fo 
mean an Opinion of General Sraaimpe’s Wildom 
and Honelty, as to think he would pros that 





the Troops in her Majefty’s Pav might be fence 
him, after the Portugucje had refus’d to join him 
with their own Army, had there been fuch a Lion 
in the way, asthe French Gazetteer and the J’o- 
tugucfe Minifiry give out. He was not above fix- 
teen or feventeen miles further fiom Aderids than 
the Portuguefe, and mutt needs have known how 
things ftood there as well as they 5 therefore if be 
thought it practicatle for the Troops in her Ma- 
jelty’s Pay to join bim, the Porragusfe Army could 
have been in no danger to attempt it. 

Countiym. I think there’s a great deal of reafon 
in what you fay, Malier buat fince this has hap- 
pend, what do you think the beft way to prevent 
the il] Confeqnences, and retrieve it ? 

Ob/. Your Thoughts and mine in fech Cafes 





ifignity no more, Aoger, than to flow our good 
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kope were advarc’'d to the Bridg of Almaraz,'nootherwile to be retricv'd than by the vigorcus 
within fifty fix miles of Averida. ’Tis {carce to; Efforts of the other Confederates 5 and as we and 
be conceiv'd, had the Portugucle flood their eround, the Dutch lie neaveft to Portugal, it feems to be 
that Twelve Thouard Men under the Marquils de our Concern to take care, that what his hitherto 
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lett on that Side aiay be taken ont of the may. If | 
any of the Portiguele Miniftry have a mind to 
milpply their own Revenue, and turn their 
King’s Troops into, Faggots, that’s no reafon 
why they fhou’d do fo by our Men and Sublidies. 
There’s no Goubdt but, upon due Application by 
the reft of the Allies, the King of Portugal will do 
them Juftice; and fince we have now a fair Op- 
portunity of opening a fpeedier, way of Commu- 
nication with Spain on that fide than hitherto, 
‘cwould feem we ought to pufh it: We fhall fave 
a great dealof Time, Men, Mony, Provilions, 
aud Freight by it; for every body knows ts a 





much (norter Cut to Lisbon than to Barcelona, or 
any other Place within the Streights, and that we 
may communicate Counfels, and have Intelligence 
from King Charles much fooner that way, than ei- 
ther by Advice-Boats thro the Streights, or by 
Expreifes firft to Genoa by Sea, and then over the 
Alps, and down thro Germany and the Low Coun- 
tries by Land. 

Countrym. That's evident, Mafter, therefore I 
hope it will be effectually taken care of before the 
Duke of Anjou have time to retrieve his Affairs, 
except our intefline Divilions prevent it. 

Ob/. Thofe unnatural Flames of Contention will 
foon beextinguifl’d, Roger, by withdrawing the 
Fuel which feeds them. A fteddy and good Ad- 
miniftration, and a due Execution of our Laws, 
efpecially of fuch as have been made fince the Re- 
volution, will {fpeedily put an end to all thofe Di- 
viliuns. Her Majefty was gracioufly pleas’d to re- 
commend that to the laft Parliament, and we have 
no reafon to doubt fhe will do the like to this. 
Divifions were always dangerous to us, but never 
more fo thannow, when our Allies look upon our 
inteftine Commotions with Fear, and the French 
increafethem with Hopes. We have had warn- 
ing enough to convince us, that their great Expec- 
tations of unforefeen Events were founded on the 
Profpect of thofe Confufions which their FaCtion 
have endeavour’d to bring in among us ; a Faction, 
as King William told us in his Jaft Speech, that are 
for a Popifh Prince and a French Government , and 
‘as our own Parliaments have told us, are Men of 
reftle{s Paffions, and arbitrary Principles, who in- 
courag’d the Pretender toinvade and dethrone her 
Majetty. If the Principles of that Party, and 
the camultaous and rebellious Practices, which are 
the natural refult of them, don’t receive a Check, 
we lliali be fo far from being in a Condition to 
aflift our Allies, that we fhan’t be able to keep 
Pcace among our felves: Therefore I doubt not but 
thofe, whofe Concern it is, will take effectual 
care to prevent their going any further. 

Countrym, | hope fo too, Mafter: that depends 
in a great meafure upon the Honefty and Dili- 
gence of thofe Magiitrates who are entrufted 
with keeping the Peace, for if fuch neglect their 
Duty, or incourage feditious Principles and Tu- 
mults, we can expect nothing but Confufion till 
they be remov’d, and others put in their Place. 
We have reafon to hope that things will be fer 
upon another foot in our Metropolis, than they 
have been of late , that Criminals fhan’t be di: 
mifs'd, and their Accufers committed; that Fire- 
brands fhall not be thrown about, inttead of be- 

ing quench’d ; and that Mobs fhall not be fuffer’d 
audacioully, and with Impunity to infalt Magi- 
itrates, and affault the Houles and Perfons of the 
peaceable Citizens. We hope thofe days are over, 
Malter ; that her Majelty’s Injunétions to the 
Lieutenancy totake care of the Peace of the City 
will be more infore’d now than formerly, and that 


the good Example of cur Capital fiall have as 


much Influence to reform thofe Abufes in the Na- 
tion, as the bad Examples fhewn in it of late 
have had in debauching it. 
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